
MAD THEORY PROGRAM 
Saturday, April 12th, 2014, 9:30am – 6:30pm 

Madison Public Library Central Branch (201 W. Mifflin St.), Room 301 
 

 
* = video/digital media      * = installation/live art/performance      * = lecture/talk      * = interactive/participatory      
 
 

 
DURATIONAL PROJECTS, 3rd Floor, 10:00am – 6:00pm 

 
James Burling, “Wandering through Taroko Gorge: a Crowd-Sourced Poetry Performance” * * * 

This durational performance by a JavaScript-based poetry generator allows participants to type in answers to 
prompts, which are then added to the poem in real-time throughout the day! 

 
Darla Courtney-Cordero, “Race Decon” * * 

In this interactive installation, the artist welcomes participants to insert themselves within the two original 
scenes of “Race Decon” and have their photo taken with the intention of self-exploration of race and context, 

and as a way to both expand and become part of the project as a whole. 
 

Jeffrey Hobbs, “Historicizing Mad Theory” * * 
My performance plays with the status of the historian as an “objective” observer by offering a personal 

narrative of my experience of Mad Theory through social media. 
 

Angela Richardson, “The Office of Transcription, Translation, and Transmutation” * * 
The Office of Transcription, Translation, and Transmutation provides professional assistance for the harried 

and handwriting-impaired. 
 
 
 

PANEL SCHEDULE 
 

Coffee and snacks will be available throughout the day 
 

Q&A will occur at the end of each block for all of the presenters within the block 
 

9:30 – 10:00:  Registration and Coffee 
 

10:00 – 10:10:  Introductory Remarks 
 

10:10 – 11:00:  BLOCK ONE 
Moderator:  Erin Briddick 

 
K. Frances Lieder, “Site Specificity and the Role of Cultural Etiquettes: Lights Out and Cafe Allongé 

in Performance” * * 
This presentation interrogates the ways in which a space projects a specific cultural etiquette onto the people 
inhabiting it through a combination of performative exploration and analyses of a contemporary play and a 

performance art piece. 
 

Darla Courtney-Cordero, “Race Decon” * 
Inspired by both casta paintings of the past and the artist’s own lived experience in how she’s been perceived 

racially, this video project seeks to explore and deconstruct how we attach meaning to race within certain 
contexts as well as challenge gender constructs. 



Dijana Mitrović, “(Hidden) Affinities” * * 
By engaging the bodily senses, this participatory performance piece questions the ethics underlying the 

desire/politics axis, while simultaneously featuring the problem of representational boundaries. 
 

11:00 – 11:20:  Break – Visit installations 
 

James Burling, “Wandering through Taroko Gorge: a Crowd-Sourced Poetry Performance” * * 
In this combination of presentation and poetry reading, I’ll discuss the process of decoding html and 
javascript as a non-coder, describe some of my theories on participatory performance using computer 

interfaces, and raise questions about agency in performance and a digital artifact functioning as poetic event. 
 

11:20 – 12:20:  BLOCK TWO 
Moderator:  Michael Peterson 

 
Charles Schultz, “Imaginary Beings, Imaginary Audiences” * * 

This synthesis of performance and research will argue for a new moral and practical understanding of 
imaginary beings in and as performance. 

 
SALYER + SCHAAG, “Soft light creeps in from stage left.  Tense plastic nets that caress and 

receive.  (We recited possibilities aloud.  We made charts.)”  *  
Reverend, a sinister snake oil salesman, and Snake, a seductive mesmerist, give a lecture performance that 

slowly transitions into a nightmarish enactment of cult culture. 
 

Frédéric Neyrat, “Chaos Reigns” * 
Heidegger's philosophy is savagely plunged in a world of "poor-in-world" animals. 

 
12:20 – 12:30:  Break – Visit installations 

 
12:30 – 1:20:  KEYNOTE:  Fusion Science Theatre / Holly Walter Kerby  

Moderator:  Jon McKenzie 
 

“Fusing Demos, Drama, and Embodiment to Teach Big Ideas of Science” * * 
Fusion Science Theater is a cross-disciplinary organization that uses theatrical elements and techniques to 
create shows that invite the audience to learn through the performance experience. This presentation will 

discuss the adaptation and development of this methodology and demonstrate its use in the construction of a 
performance within a performance. 

 
1:20 – 2:00:  LUNCH (provided) 

 
Q&A with Fusion Science Theatre 

 
Molly Budke and Chelsea White, “Still Life With Vegetables” * * 

An examination of interpretive portraits and the lifespan of art. 
 

2:00 – 3:00:  BLOCK THREE 
Moderator:  Katrina Schaag 

 
Laura Damon-Moore, “Moving & Making: Performance and Process in Childhood Literacy 

Programs” * * 
Consider the performativity of early childhood literacy programs in this hands-on exploration of a library's 

Movers & Makers program. 
 

 



Eva Maxwell, “Speed Ideating” * * 
Come see what happens when a group of strangers sit down across from each other and ask each other their 

burning questions, discuss, and then promptly get up to talk to the next. 
 

3:00 – 3:10:  Break - Visit installations 
 

3:10 – 4:00:  BLOCK FOUR 
Moderator:  Toma Longinović 

 
Miranda Nell, “Being and Timing: Hamlet, Heidegger and Thinking About Death” * * 

This presentation will compare ideas about death in Hamlet and Heidegger, and attempt to provoke 
conversation by looking at Hamlet analytically and Heidegger theatrically. 

 
Tom Armbrecht, “The Face is the Mask: Global Modifications of Body and Soul” * * 

My body is more than representation of my self; it expresses the places and time in which I am living, 
particularly with regard to modern technology, which allows me not only to change my body safely, with 

minimal risk of harm, but which has provided me with the information and community necessary to conceive 
and execute my corporeal project. 

 
4:00 – 4:20:  “Break with Milkshakes” 

 
4:20 – 5:10:  BLOCK FIVE 
Moderator:  K. Frances Lieder 

 
Oliver Bendorf, “PowerPaint: Lessons from a Trans-Digital Gouache Experiment to Transform A 

Conference Talk and Reduce Modern Dysphoria” * * 
Mounting a methodology of the handmade to navigate modern in-betweenities. 

 
Erin Briddick, “I saw I ere I was I” * * 

Palindromic language, reversed video, and personal narrative guide the audience through this performance on 
regression, memory, and repentance. 

 
5:10 – 5:30:  Break - Visit installations 

 
5:30 – 6:20:  BLOCK SIX 
Moderator:  James Burling 

 
Jon McKenzie,  “The Secret to Theory is a Good Set of Subwoofers” * 

A series of videos that mix prose and song, ideation and spectacle and draw on 20th-century experimental 
theory and avant-garde film practices. 

 
Alejandro Acierto, “Sonic interruptions & noise channels: the voice, stammers, and glitch” * * * 

Oscillating between performance and lecture, this project utilizes the voice to highlight vocal collisions and 
fissures that instantiate themselves as “noise signals” and glitches within a broader system that seeks 

unmediated, noiseless communication. 
 

 
 

 
Please join us for an informal reception! 

 


